. - Py April 10, 2017 ﬁ'

Highway Committes Meeting Agenda
Carter County Highway Depariment

Roli Cali: Present: Collins, Dietz, Hill, Miller, Peters, Ward, VonCannon
: Absent: Simerly . ‘

-1 1) Approve minutes of previous sessijon. . '
] Mot_ion Was made by Miller, seconded by Dietz to approve the minutes of the previous session,

/ Motiori passed by acclamation with all ayes, except for Commissio
approval could ' '

y that |
j the minutes were included in the full commission packets eachmonth,

; sure toinclude them ajso with the committee agenda.

2) Approve and current meeting agenda. -
Motion was made by Ward, seconded by VonCannon to approve the meeting agenda.
[ ill noted the need to correct his spelling of “Jim McGee” for the permanent record.

- Motion passed by acclamation. . -

3) Recess for publi¢ hearing: Bridge dedication for LCP Harold W, Wilson
The Meeting recessed for a public hearing on the proposed naming of a bridg_e in Happy Valley
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4) Citizen Concerns, Continued | v
Forest Service, and was anye interested in responding to Byeriy’gﬁgquest to meet with stake . g
holders in orderto problem ¢ .ve. . .

Atthistime, Commissioner Ward asked if Ms. Rhea could leverage her citizen group to communicate
with the Forest Service as a group, and she stated that she could dothat. Mr. Lewis addressed the
Chair with more instructions on communicating with Congressmenand Senators. The Chair then
informed the committee that the problem consisted of three paits: parking on the roadway, trail
access for visitors and outdoor enthusiasts, and finding someohetostep up and liaise with the
Forest Service to find a solution. Ms. Rhea spoke again regarding speeding, drinking and driving
and parking in the roadway. (Chairman's note: Highway Committee addressed aspeed fimit reduction :
for Dennis Cove Road in 2018). After more discussion occurred about “wildemess experiences” 4
and the Forest Service, Commissioner Ward requested that the committee move on.

Commissioner VonCannon restated his motion to direct the Forest Service to remove the fence
and develop a parking lot. Motion failed for lack of a second. Aftermore thoughts about the
Forest Service were expressed by Commissioner Lewis, the Chairman asked the committee to consider o
revisiing the previously defeated no-parking resolution, since the committee does actually have '
jurisdiction over the right of way parking issue. Commissioner Lewis then stated that thiswas a

forest service road (chairman’s note: Dennis Cove Road is listed onthe County Road List) and

spoke about estimates on the cost of enforcement. At this time the Chair passed the imaginary

gavel to Vice-Chairman Peters so that he could engage in the discussion. '

Commissioner Hill's thoughts on the matter were as follows: '
Roan Mountain is how an AT Community, which will result in increased trail participation “bubbles”
between Roan Mountain and Hampton preriodically each season. Ranger Kelly made the no
parking sign “ask” of the committee, following orders from higherup in the US Forest Service
organization, and holds no known grudge against the county. Ina demonstration of forward-thinking,
the Forest Service made the no parking request of the county, recognizing a problem that was
going to be created on a county roadway as a result of the directive to fence off the open pasture
near the Dennis Cove Trailhead. Roan Mountain’s “hiker bubbles’, coupled with the USForest
Service directive to fence off the meadow previously used for overflow parking have made this
issue worse than previous years. Although (in his opinion) the Highway Committee made the

opposition to the proposal. He went on to point out that no action had been takien to leverage the.
fitle “Commissioner” in seeking a solution to the problem by working with the Forest Service. He
stated that he was happy to liaise with the Forest Service if noone from Hampton District was
willing to step up, but that the liaison really ought to be someone from Hampton District. He
concluded by saying that action on the matter was overdue, and that we owe the citizens of Dennis
Cove, our visitors and the Forest Service a good answer. _

An exchange occurred between Commissioner Lewis and County Attormey Hardin about liability
and jurisdiction. The conclusion was that the road was ours to make decisions about butwe cannot
force the Forest Setvice to do anything. Sheriff Lunceford, who was in attendance stated thatif ano
parking zone was established, his office would have to enforce it -

Commissioner VonCanndn removed his motion from the floor, and Commissioner Hill moved to
resubmit the no parking resolution to the full commission to be reconsidered. Motion was seconded
by Commissioner Dietz, and passed on roll call vote. Voting for: Hill, Peters, VonCannon, Ward,

Dietz, Collins. Voting against: Miller.

* Chairman Hill re-assumed the chair at this point. He then asked for action regarding the bottom
trailhead issue along Highway 321. Commissioner Peters moved that County Attorney Hardin draft
a letter to TDOT asking for an assessment of parking and traffic at that location. Motion was seconded
by Commissioner Ward, and passed unanimously by rolicall vote.

Chairman Hill once again asked thata liaison from Hampton District step up to work with the Forest
Service. Commissioner Miller volunteered, at which time the Chair pledged to assist in any way.

5) Old Business ~
«Ditching and drainage work has been initiated on 750 & 754 Bear Cage Road. r



* Commissioner Ward gave g=update on the Parks & Rec/IDEAS g¥™p Hampton project site,

" commending all partie. .volved and making the ask of Highw..y Department for additional
grading, stump removal and materials hauling as-needed. Superintendent Colbaugh indicated
that they could help once it is transferred to become county property. Sheriff Lunceford indicated
that his department could work on it prior to the transfer. Ward thenasked for an update on the
Lynn Valley drainage issue. Superintendent Colbaugh detailed plans for piping runoff overto the
river and shared beginning cost estimates, . : L :

* Commissioner Miller amanged fora site evaluation on guard railand rightof way iSsues on Heaton Branch.
*Work on estimating has begun on Charmaine Gentz’ 270 Ingram Branch Rd. water issue
* Mr. Colbaugh will install Tweetsie Extension signage on county roadway bike routes.

6) New Business

* Next, Mr. Albert Parrish made request of the committee for adoption of Rhododendron Lane to

the county road list, presenting a petition signed by all the residents. Mr. Colbaugh indicated that in his

Commissioner Miller excused himself from the meeting at this time.

/7

In the next matter; Commissioner Hill made the request of the Highway Depértment on behalf of Back
Country Horsemen for periodic mowing/grading, etc. of a newly cleared parking area on county
property near Railroad Grade Road. Superintendent Colbaugh stated thatthey would help with mowing.

Planning and Director Chris Schuettier made a brief presentation to the committee regarding
residential and maintenance codes. ' -

And finally, Mr. Kenny Johnson made a request for reattachment of an unopened county right of way
bisecting his properties in Roan Mountain. Motion by Ward, secondad by VonCannon fo hold the

- required public hearing at the May meeting and for Commissioner Hill to bring forward all needed

documentation and research at that time. Motion passed unanimously by roll call vote.

- 7) Report from Highway Superintendent Colbaugh

%

Mr. Colbaugh shared information with the committee about several projects (attached). He asked for
the committee to approve a state aid bridge project on Main Street over the Doe River. The project will
cost the county $20,000 for a $995,986 project. Approximately six property owners will have to agree to
sell 2H’>Odsquare feet of right of way to the county at 50 cents per square foot. This project sheet is aiso
attached. :

3) Commissioner Comments

)) Adjournment

Commissioner Dietz moved for adjournment at 4:15 pm.




eini ~&.T. and other frail apportanities

Subject: RE: collabtira
me:r - ‘Bye}'!l_"y:, Doiig -F5 {dbyerly@fs.fed us)

Tor mikebillcommish@yahoo.com; |

Ce: kpkelley@fs.fad.us; egingle@fs f.us; nyfusca@fsfedus. lelifiore@fs:fed. us:

Dafe: nesday, Apfil 5, 2007 12:32 PM
Mike,

Thanks for keepmg {he: Fafest Seivice mfeﬂned ol ay mplamts of mputthatyou recdive concerning Dennis
Cove. The other taithead ﬂmtpmdes aveess to Lanrel Fork Falls is located in Haﬁap“ten cﬁreoﬁy eﬁ' Us

.}hghway 321 It hias: erowding issues. 1‘00

Othier potential access points in the Dennis Cove area conld be deve]gpad with comnector i:mxls but require
planning, demgn and consituction, These-opportunities afe located toward Desutis Cove Campground. Our
intention is fo disonss; thess opportunities with interested stakeholders in May or eafly June. Matt Fusco-will be

coordinating this effort.

If you have any names of interested stakehiolders fo share, please do. Thanks, Douég.

‘Fechnieak Services Gronp:
Ehriaxt Service

Chawk&aﬁaﬁml Forest
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Caring for the land and serving people



